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Tus Diſcourſe was not intended for publica- 
tion: but ſome Friends having repreſented to 
the Author, that, as the Subject was of a general 
Nature, and ſuited to the preſent Time, it might 
meet with a favourable Reception, he has ven- 
tured to publiſh it. | 


OW little do we think, poor Mortals ! 
abſorbed in the Buſineſs and hurry of 


Life, or carried inceſſantly about in a 
giddy Circle of Diſſipations, we can attend to 
nothing but the preſent Scene of Noiſe and Diſ- 
traction. Every Thing out of this, every Thing 
above it, lies unheeded, or forgotten, Mean 
while the Source of Mercy 1s inceſſantly flowing 
upon us, and the Lorp's moſt gracious Deſign's 
invariably the ſame. 


Ir any thing Thing could effectually call forth 
our Attention, it ſhould ſeem to be this of the 
Son of Gop's Incarnation, and bleſſed Nativity: 
for here it is, that he diſplays all his Glory. 
„ The Wor, ſays St. Jobn, was made Fleſh, 
« and dwelt among us, and we beheld his Glory: 
Glory, as of the onLv-BEGOTTEN of the Fa- 

A THER 


( 4] 


« THER, full of Grace and Truth“ , What 
can be more intereſting, than this Introduction 
to the Hiſtory of the Saviovkr's Life? or who 
could better expreſs the Wonders of his mortal 
Peregrination, than that privileged and beloved 
Diſciple, who leant upon his facred Breaſt 
at the laſt Supper, and thence drew the Source 
of all his Knowledge ? 


7 


Tu Nature of the Son of Gop's eternal Ge- 
neration in the Boſom of the Fa THER is, indeed, 
above all Comprehenſion : for, who,” ſays the 
Prophet Jaiab, © ſhall declare his Generation ?“ 
His Conception, as Man, and his Birth of a pure 
Virgin, 1s alſo a great Myſtery: the Union of 
both Natures, the Divine and the Human; in 
one PxRSON, is not leſs aſtoniſhing. Let us reſ- 
pect, but not preſume too curiouſly to inveſtigate 
thoſe Myſteries of our Faith. But it is edifying, 
and it muſt be uſeful, to enquire into the Motives 
that induced the Son of Gop to take our Nature 
upon him. And theſe, I think, are clearly ex- 

preſſed in the Words of St. John above quoted. 


« Ws beheld his Glory,” ſays this beloved Diſ- 
ciple, Glory, as of the onLy BeGoTTEw of the 
„ FATHER, full of Grace and Truth.” Is it not 
clear from this- Paſſage, that Grace and Truth 
were the Motives of his Incarnation? or in other 
Words, that thoſe two Attributes are the Sources, 

| to 


* Jobn, I. 14. + Iſai, LIII. 8. 


Fi }- 
to which we muſt particularly refer the ſtupen- | 
dous Work of our Redemption? 


*© WW 


Bur what are thoſe Attributes of Grac#and 
Truth in Jesus CuR ISH? for they are two diſtinct 
Principles, and of a very different tendency, 
which none but Gop, and his Sox could recon- 
cile. + 


Grace, in Gop, is the Source of Gopdnels, 
Meekneſs, Patience, Benignity, and Mercy, 
This it was that firſt induced him to create the 
World, and ſtill engages his Omnipotence to 
« make his Sun riſe alike upon the Juſt and 
« the Unjuſt *:“ this, that induced him to prs- 
mile a Repzzmerr at the Fall of Man +; to for- 
bear with the Wickedneſs of Men until the Flood; 
to raiſe up Abraham to be the Father of his choſen 
People ; to deliver this People from the Slavery 


of Egypt, and ſettle them in the promiſed Land; . 


to make them the Depoſitaries of his Divine 
Law ; to ſupport them for ſo many Ages amid 
the Hatred and Perſecution of ſo many powerful 
Princes, that ſurrounded their little State; not- 
withſtanding their repeated Crimes and Offences: 
in a Word; that induced him to chooſe a Virein 
of their Nation to be the Mother of his beloved 
Son, and this only Begotren of the FATHeR to 
become our SAviouR and DELIVERER ; that is 
to deſcend from his Throne, and © make no- 

A 2 thing 


* Matt, V. 45. + Gen. III. 15, 


61 
* thing of himſelf,” in order to ſave, and exalt 
Mankind. 


He was © full of Grace.” How magnificent 

| this Eulogium! “ And we beheld his Glory: 
' How rapturous, and expreſſive of the Admiration 
| that had ſeized the Breaſt of this Diſciple, who 
was Eye- witneſs, to the laſt, of his Divine Maſter's 
Comportment ! The indiſcriminate Uſe of the 
Words Gry and Grace, is here alſo admirable, 
and worthy of particular Attention. 

GLoky, and GRAce in the general Language 
of the Scriptures, import two different Ideas: 
By the firſt is generally meant the Beatitude, 
which Gop beſtows in Heaven on his Elect, or 
the Happineſs, which he poſſeſſes eternally in 
himſelf : by the ſecond, the ſweet and ineffable 
Means he miniſters unto Souls to help them to 
attain that Bliſs, But in this Place St. John em- 
ploys themas ſynonimous Terms, and ſees no 
Diſtinction between the Grace and Glory of the 
S of Gon. He is ſo enraptured with the Good- 
gneſs and Benignity, which the Saviour mani- 
feſted here upon Earth, that he calls it by the 
proper Name of Glory: with him it is the ſame 
as Beatitude, and ſceing Gop himſelf Face to 
Face.---There muſt be ſomething in this Work 
of Mercy, that tranſcends all human Conception, 
and which we have neyer yet, perhaps, ſufficient- 
:y conſidered. 


Yes truly, in this great Myſtery every 
Thing 
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Thing is Divine; and the Goodneſs and Benig- 
nity of the Saviour is infinite, and incomprehen- 
ſible. The Obſervation which I am going to 
make, will evince this Truth- 


THERE appeared two Things in Man, which] 
ſhould. ſeem to render the Incarnation impoſſible, 
or to uſe a ſofter Term, impracticable to Gop. 
In the firſt Place, Man was then in a ſtate of 
Guilt and Diſgrace with his Lord and Creator: 
and 29, Human Nature was in itſelf infinnely} 
beneath the Dignity of the Gopne ap, and ſub- 
je&t to weakneſſes, and imperfections, which | 
could never find Place in Gop. How then could 
the Son of Gop think to unite himſelf to this un- 
. worthy Nature? pureſt Innocence to the vileſt 
Guilt? and ſovereign Perfection and Greatneſs, 
to diſgrace and imperfection ? ah, there is the} 
Knot ; there is the Myſtery of the Incarnation ! 


Ws may conceive in ſome ſort, how the Loxp | 
created all Things of nothing; how the Planets | 
roll in order and ſucceſſion ; how the Seeds oſ the 
Earth warmed and fermented by the Rays of the | 
Sun ſhoot up, and produce Fruits and Flowers. 
But how the Loxp of HosTs, who is thrice Ho- 
LY, ſhould unite himſelf to Guilt ? how the 
Source of Perſection, and Greatneſs far beyond | 
the Limits of this World, ſhould incorporate | 
with a Compound of Meaneſs and Imperfecti- 
on, ſuch as Man? this is a 1hing, which we 
muſt confeſs, tranſcends our Cemprehenſion. | 

| It } 
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It is true, Gop could, and did in fact take upon 


him our Nature without its ſinfulneſs and Guilt : 


but then in taking upon him the Form of Man, 
he muſt have alſo put on the appearance, at 
leaſt, of Guilt, and of the common Condition of 
Men. And how inconſiſtent muſt this appear 
with that ſovereign Sanctity of Nature, which 
in him muſt neceſſarily exclude, and diſclaim the 


ſlighteſt Shadow of Guilt ! 


Bur what is impoſſible, or incomprehenſible 
to Man, is, we find, poſſible to Gop ; and in 
this Inſtance his Goodneſs hath reduced it ma- 
nifeſtly to Practice. O, the Grace and Goodneſs 
of our Loxp and SA viouR! Who, when he was 
* inthe Form of Gop,” as St. Paul ſpeaks, did 
te not think it robbery to be equal to Gop; but 
* he made nothing of himſelf, taking upon him 
te the Form of Servant, and in likeneſs being 
c found as Man.”* He made nothing of htmfelf, 
in condeſcending to take our abject Nature upon 
him : He made nothing of himſelf, being found in 


liteneſi as Man, and condeſcending to undergo the 


Note and Imputation of that general Guilt, in 
which all Mankind. befide, was involved : He 
made nothing of himſelf, in ſubmitting, though 
free from all ſtain of Sin, to all the Puniſhment 
of Sin upon Earth, to Hunger, Thirſt, Fatigue, 
Want, Perſecution, and Death. | 


I here paſs by all the leſs conſiderable Imper- 


fections of our Nature, which he alſo aſſumed, 
5 to 


* Phil, II. 6 7. 
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to inſiſt particularly on that Appearance of Sin 
and Guilt, which is annexed to the general Condi- 
tion of Men, but is ſo oppoſite, ſo irreconcilable 
to the Nature of Gop. 


And my Gop ! how did he reconcile thoſe Ex- 
tremes? how ! by an Effect of that ſame Grace, 
and Goodneſs, which accompanied, and charac- 
terized all his Actions: he reconciled them in 
Time, and after a long forbearance, by the 
Splendor of his Miracles, and the manifeſtation 
of that Power, which he held in proper, and to 
which all the Powers of Nature yielded, and gave 
Way. But the Exertion of this Power was not 
to take Place until a certain Period of his Life ; 
for in the beginning, if we except the Revelati- 
on made to the Shepherds, to whom the Angel 
_ appeared, and to the Kings who were guided by 
the Star, and a few other priviledged Souls, the 
common Opinion concerning his Origin was, 
that he was the Son of Joſeph, that his Father 
was but Man, and conſequently that he was 
born in original Sin, and had contracted at leaſt 
that Stain, which Adam's diſobedience had drawn 
upon the whole Race of Man. He condeſcend- 
ed tolye under this Imputation for along Time: 
and ſeeing him daily work in his ſuppoſed Fa- 
ther's Shop, each one muſt have ſaid---this young 
Man's Obedience and Humility is indeed great, 
and admirable; there is ſomething wonderful 
in his Life ; but after all, he 1s but the Son of 


Foſeph, born in Sin like the other Children f 
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Men, and like them ſubject to all its degrading 
Conſequences, The Gop of Innocence, and 
Sanctity, the HoLy of Hort1es, did, I ſay, for 
a long Time put up with this Imputation, ſo 
injurious to his bleſſed Character: he ſuffered 
himſelf ſoon after his Birth to be preſented 
in the Temple, and like other Sinners cir— 
cumcized ; he ſuffered his bleſſed Mother to un- 
dergo, like other ſinful Women, the humiliating 
Ceremony of Purification ; and laſtly he ſuffered 
himſelf to be baptized by the Hands of Jobn 
the Baptiſt, as if he wanted Baptiſm, or Expia- 


tion. 


Bur the Time was to come, when he would 
publicly challenge the World © to accuſe him of 
Sin,”* ifthey could ; when by the extraordinary 
Sanctity of his Life and Doctrine he would put 
all his Enemies to Shame, and by the Splendor 
of his Miracles aſtoniſh, and ſilence the whole 
Earth. Thus would he in due Time feconcile 
all thoſe Difficulties and Extremes; for he Who 
had in himſelf the Power of forgiving and clean- 
ſing of Sin, could not be a Sinner; and he who 
could live ſo pure a Life, and Work ſuch extra- 
ordinary Miracles, muſt be more than Man, that 


is, Gop. | | 
Bor he waited this Period with that Patience, 
and extreme Goodneſs, which was peculiar to 


himſelf; and to the ſtated Time of manifeſting 
2 his 


* Jon, VIII. 46. 


1 
his own true Character, and Greatneſs, he was 
ſatisfied for the ſake of Man, © to take upon him 


© the Form of Slave, and to be found in likeneſs 
« as Man,” that is, even ſinful, gwity Man. 


Join me here, Chriſtian, in a ſhort Reflecti- 
on. What 1s the Virtue of the very beſt of us, 
in reality ? If we aſpire to any Degree of Merit, 
are we not deſirous at the ſame Time, that our 
little Merit ſhould be known? Are we not of- 
fended, that it ſhould be doubted of, or brought 
in queſtion ? Do we not conſider the ſlighteſt 
Breath of Calumny, or miſrepre ſentation, as 
a grievous Injury ? Yes. But then all human 
Virtue is infinitely diſtant from that perfection 
of Grace, which ſhone forth in the Saviour: 
and all the Virtue poſſible in Man had been in- 
adequate to the work of our Redemption. 


Bur on the other Hand we muſt obſerve, that 
there was no poſitive Act of the SAaviouR's, that 
could be denominated Sinful. He did not take 
upon him the appearance of Sin, but in a gene- 
ral Senſe, and as 1t was inſeparable from the ge- 
neral Condition of that Humanity, which he 
had aſſumed, and the Reſpect which he would 
ſtill pay to the Law, until its full Accompliſh- 
ment by his Death. He did not take it upon 
him to patronize Sin, or that neglect of Virtue 
and Perfection, which is ſo fatal to the Soul, 
but purely to inſtruct and comfort Sinners; 
to teach them true Humility, and ſhew by his 

B 2 Own 


—— 
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own divine Example, that the firſt Step to Vir- 
tue 1s a ſincere and profound Humility. But that 
Soul is undone, that proudly makes a ſhew of, 
or glories in Sin. 


Tux Virtue will never refuſe Humihation : 
but to ſeek it! to embrace it! to diſregard 
the favourable Opinion of Men! to endure 
their Cenſure, however wrong and injurious ! 
to hold on this Courſe of Magnimity, and 
Sufferance, from the pure Motive of Benevo- 
lence, and Charity, ſupported fingly by the 
Teſtimony of conſcious Innocence and Grace ! 
This was the ſingular Merit of the SAaviou, 
who was born for us at this Time, and what St. 


Jobn ſo juſtly calls his Glory. | 


LoncG before this bleſſed Period, a Philoſo- 
pher * had faid, that © as the moſt wicked of 
Men was he, who ſhould ſo conceal and cover 
his Profligacy as to obtain even the Reputation 
and Rewards of Virtue in this Life; ſothe moſt 
worthy and virtuous of all Men ſhould indubita- 
bly be that, who ſupported by the fole Teſtimo- 
ny of his own Conſcience, and the rectitude of 
his Intentions, ſhould diſcover . ſuch ſuperiority 
of Merit, as to draw upon him the. Jealouſy, the 
Obloquy, and Hatred of the reſt of Men ; and 
(the Philoſopher carried his Remark: ſtill far- 
ther) their relentleſs Perſecution even to the 
Death of the Croſs.” Are not theſe the; general 

. outlines 


Socrates apud Platen, Dial, II. De Re — 
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outlines of the Saviour's Chai after ? Is not this 
a lively Portrait of him? And muſt not we 
think, that Gop had put this admirable Idea of 
Virtue in the Philoſopher's Mind, purely to rea- 
Iize it, afterwards, in the Perſon of his Sox ? The 
SAviouk had laid the Foundation of all his 
Merit and Glory in the Humility of his firſt Ap- 
pearance, and that greatneſs of Soul, which 
induced him for our Sake to take upon him even 
the Likeneſs of Sinner. 


Tuus far do we ſee him, according to the 
Words of St. John, «Full of Grace.“ But he 
was alſo * Full of Truth.” The ſecond Motive 
of his Incarnation, and the ſecond Characteriſtic 
of his Greatneſs. | 


WHAT is Truth? It is, in the ſtricteſt and 
plaineſt Senſe, Conformity to Juſtice, Conformi- 
ty to Reaſon. H his is the great and important 
Principle, which the Son of Gop came to renew 
in the Hearts of Man, and eſtabliſh for ever on 
its own true and immovable Baſis. 


Tat World had deviated in a ſtange and fatal 
manner both from Truth and Juſtice; and what 
was equally lamentable, it was no longer in the 
Power of human Wiſdom, or human Virtue to 
bring Trarh back to its original and genuine 
Standard. Error had taken Poſſeſſion of the 
Underſtandings of Men, and overcaſt the W 


„ 


eft Geniuſſes: Corruption had ſeized the Heart, 
and degraded its beſt Feelings. We need not 
here enumerate the Errors of the Philoſophers, 
their perplexities and contradictions ; nor damp 
the Joy of this holy Solemnity by a melancholy 
retroſpection to the Wickedneſs and Prophane- 
neſs, that prevailed in the Heathen World at the 
coming of our Bleſſed Sayiour. Gop grant, that 
we be not falling back into the ſame Profanenels ! 
If not already half down the Precipice, we 'are 
moſt certainly at the very Brink of it. For, how 
few, how yery few, who have any Spark of Prin- 
ciple remaining! How few, who have any feel- 
ings of Virtue ! But Gop is ſtill merciful ; his 
Grace 1s ſtill all-powerful. Oh, may we deſerve 
to make a proper Uſe of it 


Tre Divine SAviou came then to re-eſtabliſh 
the Reign of TRUTH upon Earth ; and he did re- 
eſtabliſh it at the expence of his Blood, and of 
his own Quiet and Happineſs. Truth and Juſ- 
tice were the Objects he had always in View ; he 
knew no Friends but the Friends of Truth, no 
Enemies but thoſe of Juſtice; and this was his 


| Glory. | 


Oxcx more, what is TruTu ? I fear we 
ſhall be ſcarce able to ſtand its Preſence; I know 
we ſhall be never able to comprehend the full 
extent of its Meaning. But we muſt labour 


to make ourſelves more worthy of it, and if we 
cannot -perfectly comprehend, to reverence at 


4 leaſt 
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leaſt, and reſpect it. And we have this Conſolati- 
on, that if we cannot look Divine Truth in the 
Face, conſidered in its own ſublime and aweful 
Nature, we have acceſs to it in the Perſon of our 
gracious REDEeEMER, clad, as he now is, in the 
Rays of Humanity, and kindly inviting All 
to his Preſence.----Come then, he ſeems to ſay, 
yet in the Arms of his blefled Mother; come, 
faithful Soul! and I will Inſtruct you in the 
Myſteries of Truth: I will make it familiar to 
you, and ſhew you all its Lovelineſs. To you it 
ſhould appear armed with Terrors: but J have 
tempered its Severity, and ſoftened all its Ri- 
gours. The Debt you owed, was immenſe ; 
which, neither your Exiſtence could have paid, 
nor your Ruin have ſatisfied. Behold me now 
in your Place, to anſwer the demands of Truth |! 
Let eternal Jus ric vindicate all her Rights, 
and urge her Demands with all the neceſſar 
Rigour, and Exactneſs: I am at hand to anſwer, 
and fully ſatisfy her. Truth] eternal, ſovereign 
Truth! Doſt thou yet comprehend the full 
Meaning of this Word? Trutn ! Order! Right! 
| Juſtice ! in a Word, the Will of my FaTazs! Ir 
hath been viojated upon Earth ; 1t hath been 
, outraged ; it hath been neglected, and forgotten. 
But how could it be repaired ?---the World, and 
the whole Race of Man was “ as nothing is in 
Sight: And: © they are corrupt, and become 
abominable in their Ways; they are a gone 
* aſide; they are become unprofitable together: 


« there 
* P/aim, XXXVIII. 6. 
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te there is nene, that doth good; no, ut one.“ 
But his Son ! his beloved Son ! his only Begotten 
of Eternity, in 40bom he 1s well pleaſed ! Behold him 
here before you! in the humble Rays of Mor- 
tality; in the /heneſs of Man; in the tender 
ſtate of an Infant! Raiſe up now your Head: 

Lift up thoſe down-caſt. Eyes, and fix them 
boldly upon me. I am that Renzemer which 
you ſtood ſo much in need of: 1 am the Victim, 
which 1s to beoffered for you: and ſhall I tell you 
all? I am that very Truth, which you have of- 
fended; that eternal Juſlice, which you have 
provoked : but Truth reconctled by Wen and 


and 7u//ice appealed by Mercy .---- 


Tue unfolding of this gracious Myſtery will at 
once give us an Idea of the true Character of the 
SAVIOUR, and a feeling of that Joy, which his 
Nativity brought to the whole Earth. We are 
here therefore to remark, 19: the Nature and 
the Weight of that Debt, which we owed to the 
Divine Fuftice ; and 29: our own inſufficiency, 
and abſolute inability to anſwer the Demand. 


How alarming muſt this Account appear, 
when we view it with the Eyes of Faith! 
Man, indebted to his Creator for his Being; 
(what an Obligation were this alone!) indebted 
for his San#ification, and eſtabliſhment in Grace 
with all its. concomitant Gifts and Privileges ; 
indebted for his Elevation to a State of future 


and eternal Bliſs! All this from no pre-exiſting 
Merit, 


- pſaln XIII. 1. 3. 
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Merit, from nothing on his Part, abſolute no- 
thing! This ſame Man on a ſudden forgetting 
all his Obligations to'Gop, and become ungrate- 
ful! His Poſterity, thus vitiated in its very 
Source, multiplying and extending beyond Mea- 
ſure the Guilt inherited of their criminal firſt 
Parent! All become abominable and unprofitable 
in the ſight of their CREATOR : Not one, to do good, 
or any Thing meritorious of Reconciliation, or 
the Divine Acceptance; no, not one! © The 
« Lorp" looking down from Heaven upon the 
« Children of Men, to fee if there be any, that un- 
e derſtand, and ſeek Gop,” and yet not finding 
one ! The Picture is too ſtrong for mortal View: 
too full of Terrors for mortal Weakneſs.---Not 
that we muſt conclude, becauſe human Nature . 
was involved in this general Diſgrace, that there- 
fore every Act of the human Will was criminal 
and ſinful. Man was ſtill capable of moral Vir- 
tues, which entitled him to adequate Rewards in 
the Line of Nature: and we have the Authority of 
St. Auguſtin for ſaying, that in the ordinary courſe 
of Providence the Romans merited, by their moral 
Virtues, the Empire of the World. + But what 
manifeſtly appears from the whole Tenor of 
Holy Writ, is, that Mankind was become ſo far 
abominable, and unprofitable in the ſight of Gop, 
that no poſſible Act of the human Will could 
merit our Reconciliation with Heaven, or Ac- 
ceptance unto Salvation. Where ſhould Man 
have recourſe to in this deſperate Situation? or 


C What 
* jbid. + De Civ. Dei. L. V. C. XII: et XV. 
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what Reſource was left him for the recovery of 
original Grace, and the Reſtoration of his 


primitive Dignity ? But what was ſtill an Ag- 
gravation of Miſery to wretched Man; he was 


for the moſt Part ignorant of his Degradation, 
and knew neither his true Origin, nor the Deſign 
of his Being. | 


Id theſe Circumſtances, what Power leſs, than 
that of Gop himſelf, was equal to the Taſk of his 
Reconciliation? The Angelic Nature was inferior 
| to it. An adequate Satisfaction could not come 
i trom any created Being. And yet the Truth and 
Juſtice of Gop required this Satisfaction. When 
# behold! the oNLVY-BECGOTTEN of the FATRHER 
4 ſteps forth: In the Head of the Book,” ſays 
14 he, it is written of ur, that I ſhould do thy 

* Will. Sacrifice (of the Law) and Oblation 
thou wouldſt not. Burnt-Offering, and Sin- 

„Offering thou wouldſt not. But thou haſt 
« fitted for ME a Body. Behold! I come.” * ' 
Could Heaven refuſe any Thing to this Be.ovep 
of the FaTaeR ? His Actions were all Divine, 
and ſtamped with the Seal of the Divinity, E- 
very Act of his Will, each Thought, each Pray- 
er, and Tear, was of infinite Value. The Debr, 
he took upon him, was indeed immenſe; but the 
Ranſom, he brought, was ſtill greater. Juſtice, 
the Divine Juſtice itſelf, muſt be then ſatisfied ; 
and Truth, eternal Truth itſelf, muſt be recon- 
ciled. He comes: he is born in — he 

finds 


* P/al. XXXIX. 7. 8. 9. 
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finds not a place, where he may lay his Head 
and the great Work of our Reconciliation is, as 
to its Subſtance, accompliſhed. | 

ALLvsTve to this moſt happy, and auſpicious 
Birth, was that fignificative Viſion of the Roya! 
Prophet, when he ſaw Mercy, and Truth meet 
each other, and TJuffice and Peace embrace. 
Mercy we have already ſeen always inclining 
towards Man: but Truth was ſtill averſe to him. 
Juſtice was his Enemy; and Peace durſt not ap- 
proach her Seat. But at the Birth of this Divine 
Infant all Things change, and take an unexpect- 
ed turn: the Powers of Heaven are in motion: 
they meet: they embrace: and all is Peace and 
Joy. Mercy, and Truth met each other, and 
* Juſlice and Peace have kiſſed. + 


Constquent to this Peace, in Heaven, was that 
eſtabliſned on Earth by this moſt auſpicious Event. 
Its firſt Fruits, with regard to Man, was his 
Peace with Gon. The moſt deſirable, ſurely, 
of all Bleſſings! for if we are ſo miſerable and 
unhappy at the length and delay of this our Pe- 
regrination upon Earth from Gop, what Horrors 
muſt accompany the Thought of being ſeparated 
from him for ever ! Which without this Peace, 

muſt have been our'eternal Portion. 


 Peacr with Man's Self was the next. O Man 
how thou muſt be for ever in Enmity with thy- 
ſelf, without this Peace with Gop! Thou wouldſt 
be Happy: but thou couldſt never attain Hap- 
2 C 2 pinels, 
* Matt. VIII. vr. + Pſal. LXXXIV. 2. 


* — > - o 
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pineſs, not knowing where to find it. Thou 
mighteſt ſeek it in Hue: but thy Interior an- 
ſwers nothing but Death *. Thou mighteſt ſeek 
it in external Things : but Gop hath defignedly 
ſtamped them all with a Character of faintneſs, 
inſipidity, and uncertainty, which muſt diſguſt 
and revolt thee. CHRIST, yet in the Arms of 
his Bleſſed Mother, brings that Peace, which 
the World could not bring; and reconciles thee 
to thyſelf, by reconciling thee to Gop. 


{i Tux laſt bleſſed Fruits of this Peace with Gop, 
is Peace with each other, Peace with all Men. 
And, indeed, when the Powers of Heaven, when 
the Attributes of Gop himſelf were all reconciled 
dy the Peace, which the Saviour brought along 
with him, how could Men refuſe to give up 
| thoſe little Intereſts and Paſſions, that held them 
F at variance,and alienated them ſo long from each 
bother? In fact, from this happy Moment we 
have learned, that we are all Brethren, and 1 
Children of the ſame Family; that we have all 
one common Father, and that our Intereſts are 
| in ry the ſame. The Saviour was pleaſed 
11 to give ts a ſtriking Figure of this Peace, which 
be came to eſtabliſh in our Hearts, by that general 
| . and univerſal Peace which appeared over the 
1 World at the Time of his Nativity, when the 
Tumults of War were every where ſubſided, and 
Cæſar Auguſtus was acknowledged by all Parties 
ſole Maſter of the Roman Empire. Yes, Divine 
WW Saviour |! thy bleſſed Coming required an _ 
verſa 


O20. Coy. 4. 9; 
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verſal and ſolid Peace; Peace among the Princes 
and Lords of the Earth, and, Peace. among all 
Men. Hence, that univerſal Benevolence, RS 
which thou didſt immediately inſpire the 105 
of thy faithful Believers ! Hence that bleſſed Sp 

rit of Forgiveneſs, that every where took Place . 
Hence that Love of their Neighbour, and that 
heavenly Charity, which made them All Things 
to All, and engaged them to ſacrifice every 


Thing, that was dear to them in this Lite, 10 the 
Good and Salvation of Mankind. 


\Ban04.p now 1na little Time diſpelled the Dark- 
neſs and Clouds, that .had fo long hung over, the 
human Mind! Its Uncertainties fixed! Its Per- 
plexities removed! The true Origin, and Deſign 
of our Being, aſcertained ! Idolatry, and that 
impious Worſhip of profane Divinities, which 
had ſpread over the Face of the Farth, aboliſh- 
ed! The Worſhip of the only true Gon, in the 
Ipirit of Love, Simplicity, = Truth, eſtabliſhed 
on the Ruins of Superſtition and Impiety! All 
the Virtues, that dignify human Nature, and 
prepare us for the Manſions of the. Bleſſed, ſpring- 
ing up as out of the Boſom of another Parade, 
and ſanctifying the Earth; Benevolence, Fortitude, 
Meekne is, Longanimity, Chaſtity! The Grace 
of JssUus Cur1sT ſhedding its bleſſed Influence 
on all the Nations of the World, without diſtinc- 
tion of | Few or Gentile, Greek or Barbarian ! 
Behold here, I ſay, the glorious Fruits of that 
Peace, which the Sow of Gop brought upon his 

Wings, 


vinced of the Neceſſity 
On High, and of their own utter inability to deh- 
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Wings, and which fo ſtrongly characterizes his 
Reign, that Reign, of Truth, which ſhall endore 


for ever: for he (the Farurs) gave him 
„ power, and Glory, and a Kingdom: and ol/ 
% People, and Tribes, and Tongues ſhall ſerve 
* him: his Power is an evitlaftioy Power, that 
„ ſhall not be taken away; and his Kingdom, 


that ſhall not be deſtroyed. on” 


BuT why did he not come Wonen to manifeſt 
his Glory, and reſcue Mankind from Miſery, 
and Error? But © who,” ſays the Apoſtte, © hath 


* known the Mind of the Lok D? or who hath 
* been his Counſellor + : 


** A REDEEMER Was 
romifed, when nothing could be expected but 


elt Diſgrace : He was defired, and ardently 


wiſhed for, when Mankind were ſufficiently con- 
of ' Aﬀiſtance from 


ver themſelves from Corruption. What but a 


long experience of their own Miſery could have 
convinced them of the general Corruption of 


human Nature, and the dreadful Wound 1t had 


received at the Fall? For, ſuch the Complexion 
of our degenerate Nature! We can never be 
made duly ſenſible, and attentive to any Convic- 


tion, but by ſome practical Feeling, ſome expe- 
rimental Impreſſion. Philoſophy, and human 
Wiſdom had exhauſted all its Reſources for the 
Reformation of Man, But every Expedient 


proved fruitleſs and ineffectual: or rather, the 
Expedients, 


Daniel. VII. 14. + Romans. XI. 34. 
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Expedients, thus fondly deviſed, were themſelves 
founded in Corruption, and Error. The Philo- 
| ſophers could not remove one Vice, but by re- 
placing it with another; or raiſe one Virtue, but 
on the Ruins of another. Would they correct 
Irreligion and Impiety? they countenanced Su- 
perſtition, and a polluted, Worſhip. Would they 

baniſh Superſtition? they introduced Atheiſm, 


and Impiety, Would they inſpire Men with [ 


Sentiments of Magnanimity and Heroiſm, as 
they called it? They carried them beyond the 


Limit of created Beings ; they would make them 


independent of the CREATOR, and attributing to 
the ſole Powers of Nature the whole Agency ot 
Grace, they ſapped the Foundation of all Men 
in the Creature, winch is Humility, and left the 
Heart ſtill more corrupt than they found it. 
that is, more full of Pride, Arrogance, and In- 
dependence of the CREATOR. We cannot read 
without Aſtoniſhment all the Abſurdities, which 
the wiſeſt of the Stoics delivered on this Head. 


To ſuch 2 depth of Miſery did the Diſobedi- 


ence of the fitſt guilty Man bring his whole Race; 
the wiſeſt and moſt poliſhed Nations, as well as 
the moſt unpoliſhed and barbarous | Socrates, 
(what Pity, that any Objection can-be made to 
his manner of Worſhip !) this extraordinary Man, 
Iſay, was ſo convinced of the weakneſs of human 
Reaſon, and the corruption of our Nature, that 
he concluded, that the beſt Thing Men could 
do, was to wait patiently until ſome one ſhould 


inſtruct 


4 
; 
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inſtruct them how they ſhould comport themſelves 
with propriety towards Gop, ana Men.* . And 
the Faithful among the Jewiſh People, who a- 
lone retained the expreſs Belief and Worſhip of 
the Living Gop, ſeeing the many fatal Revoluti- 
ons which their Nation had undergone, and 
yet their Spirit not perfectly fubdued and 
reformed, ſighed without intermiſſion for Him 
that «vas to come, and enlighten the World. The 
Fulneſs of Time, which the Divine Wiſdom alone 
could determine, was at length arrived, and 
this DesIRED OF ALL NAT1oNs appears, full 4 
Graw and Truth. 


Let us acknowledge with humble Thankſgiv- 
ing the greatneſs of the Gift beſtowed upon the 
Earth in his Nativity; and not preſume further 
to fend by our Ingratitude, and irreverent 
Murmurs, and cavilling. Is there “ Salvation 
jn any other?” or * is there any other Name un- 
« der Heaven given unto Men, in which we 
e muſt be ſaved ?” + The Apoſtle aſſures us, there 
is not. Let us then rejoice in his bleſſed Coming; 
and ſtudious to turn to Advantage the happinets 
of our own Situation, let us reſt confidently 
on Gop's holy rovidence for the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of his Diſpenſations towards thoſe, who 
may not yet have heard of his Salvation. There 
are yet a few Corners of the Earth, which have 
not. Many of thoſe Nations, that were once 
enlightened, are a gain a fallen off. © Let 

« thoſe 


* Plato in Alcib. + Ads. IV. 12 
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« thoſe, ho think that they ſtand, take heed left 
* they fall.“ Fuitb is a Gift, which Gop beſtows 
without any preceding Merit on our Party but 
which he has threatened to take away from the 


unworthy Holder, and transfer to a Nation 


bringing forth the Fruits thereof.” + It is me- 
lancholy to think, how many in our Days, who 
bear the Name of Chriſtians, are Infidels in Prin- 
cipte, and no longer retain a Spark of Faith / 
Fet Faith and Truth, tho' thus transferred from 
Nation to Nation, and from Individual to Indi- 
vidual, ſhall neverthelefs remain always upon 


Earth in a vifble Society of Men, to glorify the 


Son of GOD; Wwhom all People, and Tribes, and 
Tunguer ſhall, at leaſt, in their turn, ſerve. The 
unbelicf even of the Jereiſb People thall at length 
yield, and ſubmit to his Law, fo that when the 


Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in, all Jae} 


* ſhall be fayed.” 4 


Wr ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with à few 
Reflections on the Circumſtances of tlie Sa- 
'veouR's Birth. It is, like the whole ſubſequent 
ſeries of his Life, a chequered Scene of Humilig- 
tion and Grandeur, „ | 


Taz Prephet of the Loxp had long ſince an- 
nounced Bethlehem, as the Place of his Nativity: 
« Bethlebem . . . out of thee ſhall He come forth 
* unto me, that is to be the RuLeR in Jſrae/ 521 

D an 


J. Cor. X. 12. + Matt. XXI. 43. 
t Rom. XI. 25. 26: $ Micha. V. 2. 


; 


f 


19, that the Roman Emperor's Decree for enroll- 
ing tbe Names, and Families of allahis Subjrcts, 


the point of making 


#: 26 3 b 
and the Divine Wiſdom hrought about Matters 


ſerved alſo to execute the Logs Deſign an hring- 


ing Jeſepb and Mary to Bethiabemt the native: 


Place of David, their, Predeceſſor. After a te- 
dious Journey from Nagureth ta this Town, : 
they could not find a Place in the Inn, which was: 


taken up before them by other Strangers. And 
muſt the Morber of Gop be refuſad entrance! 


Muſt ſhe retire l But whither ? To a cold Stabs! 
Ves; for ſuch was the Will of her Sem now ben 
his Entry into the War ld. 
Bluſh, falſe Greatneſs of this World Bluſh, you 
little Mortals] who, intoxicated wih the Pomp. 


and Pride of Life, ſpeak, and think of nothing 
but youre ſtately Domes, and magnificent: Apart- 
ments, RBluſh, fond Delicacy of the other Sex! 


that muſt be ſoothed with 10 much Aſſiduity. ſo 
many ſuperfluous Attentions at the Birth of a 
poor Mortal. See here the Reverſe af your moſt 
favourite Maxims eſtabliſned, and recommended - 
by the Example of the Sox of Gop ; enforced, 
and ennobled in the Perfon of his Virgin de! 
Was this extreme Self- denial PAIL bs Viewty 
your Inſtruttion 2 1 8 t 


Bur the SAVIOUR'S Humility bed alto es Re- | 


9 Wee” If he is born in a Stable; the. Angolv of 
So attend his gata Hour; and the Air 18. 
Tounds, with the joyful Notes of a eeleſtial Har- 
wonj. If he is 1846 down in a 2 a | Crowd 


of 
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2 innocent fall Proſtrate before hin, 
earls Capt of theis Vows, and Adora- 

the rigours of his prefent Condition, 
and ad Coinfort his Faffering Infancy. If his Com- 
ing eicapes the knowledge of the Great-ones in 
his Neighbourhood j -a new and brilliant Star 
a 
to the Place of his Nativity. If he comes un- 
khown to the greater Part of the Jeu, who ex- 
pected for their MxsSIAu, one like themſelves, 


a Lover of the World, and its falſe Greatneſs; 
he is honoured in the midſt of the 7. emple by the 


Venerable Simeen, who taking him reſpectfully 
in his Arms before all che People, and bathing 
his infant Body with Tears, breaks out into 
this tender and ſublime Act of Thankſgiving: 


1 Now thou ſendeſt away thy Servant; O Loxp! 
as according to thy Word, in Peace: becauſe 
feen 


* mine 


thy Sanvarrom, which thon 
<< haſt prepared before the Face of all People 
“ a Light for the Revelation of the * ane. 


the Slary of thy People of ar" | 
\ Van (mae: okt Man f but-Milt more 


to merit holding 1 in thy trembling Hands, LY 


ſacred Pledge of the World's Reconciliation; and 


Safety! Happy Shepherds, to ſee with 29” | 


own "Eyes the final Accompliſhment of sex 
Figure, and Prophecy! Thrice happy V 
and Morber, to be Witneſs to theſe ry Jig 
r * of, Sox's Power an Okeatneßs! 


Daf You Reader? 
® [ak I. 29, dc. 8 
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in the Heavens, to guide diſtant K:ngs 
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